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Threatens FarmersWorldwide
Last Mmch, the U.S. Dt’partmrnt of Agriculture (USDA]and tht) l~e[t~ and Pine l~nd (l)mparty announced that they had

jointly dcvelopd J twhniquc for altering the genetic structure of a plant so the seeds it produces will be sterile. This
“terminator technolo&~” will prevent farmers and gardeners from saving seeds for the next season, Instead, they will

be forced to buy new seeds every year, giving seed companies cornpletc control over our food supply. The technique is being
introduced now into staplp crops such as wheat, rice, and ~otton, but it mn mtd evmfudly will be Id on fired crops ofd kids.

Nine weeks after the announcement, Delta and I%e was purchased by Monsanto, the same company that brought us
Bovine Growth Hormone (BGII) and impact-resistant, pesticide-soaked tomatoes. Monsanto intends to completely control
crop production in Asia, Mexico, and South America, areas where fooci shortages and growing populations represent huge
potential profits. The USDA will profit too; despite being a taxpayer-funded fcdeml agency, it plans to collect a 5% royalty on
all terminator seed sales.

Gardeners and growers everywhere should oppose this technology because;

● It is dangerous. There is a serious risk that in the open field, terminator-grown crops could “infect’’other crops, causing crop
stu-flization across vast areas. [n fact, a recent study iit theUniversity of Chicago indicates that genetically-altered plants are
20 timesmore likely to“outcross” than
naturally-grown plants. [f this happens,
the result could be famine on a scale never
seen in human history.

● It is bad business. Terminator technology
is supposed to protect Monsanto’s invest-
ment in developing new seed varieties. But
most of those seeds are just slight alter-
ations of plants that farmers
and gardeners have been growing for
generations. They are nature’s inventions,
not ours, and it is unfair to let any one
company claim ownership of them.

o It puts profits before peopk!, We believe
in free enterprise. But is a nation free when
its citizens are forced to depend on c]fw
mdtindionul corpomticms for their daily
food? Is it wise to give my one company
this much control over our lives? And
does it make sense to subsidize their
profits with our tax dollars?

You can help. We urge you to
write Congress and demand a ban on
terminator technology, and a moratorium on further patenting of plant genes. Send your comments to: United Sta& ~-~
Senate, Washington,-DC 20510 or House of Representatives, Wash&ton, DC 20515. (%yxs~~
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For more information, visit t e ews and Information section of our wcbsite ati www.gar eners.corn
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